In order to understand the nature of these growths, it is necessary briefly to consider the structure of the mucous membrane covering and lining the os and cervix uteri. In this description I have followed Tyler Smith and Farre, most of whose statements I have been able to verify by my own observations. The os and cervix uteri may for purposes of description be divided into two parts, which differ very materially from one another in structure: the one comprising the os uteri and external portion of the cervix, the other the mucous lining of the cervical canal.
The epithelial layer covering the external aspect of the cervix is of considerable thickness, and is squamous in character; it closely resembles that of the vagina, with which it is continuous.
Immediately beneath the layer of epithelium lie the numerous villi or papillae. These villi are sufficiently large to be seen with the naked eye when denuded of epithelium, and I have observed them in this condition even in the very young foetus?they are occasionally single, but sometimes two or three are united together upon one pedicle. Each villus contained a looped bloodvessel, which returns to the base of the villus and inosculates with those of the neighbouring villi. These villi are everywhere covered by pavement epithelium, which also fills up the interstices between them, rendering the external surface smooth ; around the bases of the villi the epithelial cells are more numerous, crowded, and narrow than in the interstices. It will be observed that the mucous membrane of this part bears, in its anatomical formation, a strong resemblance to skin, with 
